*  f 


(1) 


CITY  OF  WORCESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

4 

I 


ON  THE 


HEALTH  OF  THE  CITY 


BY 


A.  J.  B .  GRIFFIN,  M.B,,  Ch.B. 


D.P.H. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


—  0~  O'"*  O*"  0~  O'"  0*~  0*~  O'"  0"  O'"  0**  O'"  O*"  0 


19  4  9 


o-  o-  o- o-  O-  O-  O-  o-  0-  0-  O-  0-  o-  o 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30291902 


(2) 

THE  HEALTH  CQMMTTEE  1949* 


CITY  COUNCIL  MEMBERS. 


Chairman 
Vice-  Ohai  rnan 
The  Mayor 


Alderman  Dr.  W.  Moore-Ede. 

Alderman  Mrs,  Palmer, 

Alderman  T.  S,  Bennett, 

Alderman  Built, 

Alderman  Bullock. 

Aide rm an  Dr .  S p al di ng , 
Councillor  Brotherton. 
Councillor  Daniel. 
Councillor  Pennell. 
Councillor  Clover, 
Councillor  Marshall. 
Councillor  T.  C.  Palmer, 
Councillor  Powell. 

C ounci 11 o r  Mrs .  Rat  c li f f e . 
Councillor  Trembath. 

C ounci 11 o r  Mr s .  U rry , 
Councillor  Watts, 
Councillor  Wintle. 


MOIT-CODMCIL  MEMBERS. _ ( ITominat e d  by  L o c al  Exe c t ive  C ounci  1 )  • 


Representing 

the  Medical 

Dr, 

D. 

M,  Brierley. 

Profession, 

Dr, 

7.  rr 
r  .'i  • 

P,  Martin. 

Dr. 

M. 

Horton. 

Representing 

thq  Dental 

Mr , 

H. 

M,  Griffiths. 

Profession, 

•*  ♦. 

Representing 

Profession, 

*  ^ 

t  he,  Oph thalmi  c 

*  • 

4 

• 

I. 

Lloyd  Johnstone. 

Representing 

as.  * 

the  Ph am ac  out  i  c  al 

Mr, 

G, 

A,  Turner, 

Profession. 


SUB-COMMITTEES. 


Accounts. 


Alderman  Built.  Councillor  Watts. 

Alderman  Moore-Ede.  Councillor  Wintle, 

Councillor  Brotherton. 


Property  (mspec tion) _ end  Housing  Allocation. 


Al de  rm  an  Bull o  ck . 
Aldermen  Moore-Ede. 
Alderman  Mrs.  Palmer. 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


Dani el . 

G-lover. 

Mrs .  Rat  c li f f  e . 
Mrs,  Urry. 


Staff 


Alderman  Bennett, 
Alderman  Bullock, 
Alderman  M oo r e -E de . 


Alderman  Mrs ,  Pa Inc r . 
Councillor  G-lovcr. 
Councillor  Mrs,  Ratcliffs. 


(3) 


SUBCOMMITTEES.  (Cont'd). 


Bat ha . 

Alderman  Bullock, 
Alderman  Moore  Ede , 
C.ouncillor  Brotherton. 
Councillor  Daniel. 


Midwifery  etc. 

> 

Alderman  Bennett.* 
Alderman  Built. 
Alderman  Moore  Ede,  • 
Alderman  Mrs.  Palmer. 
Alderman  Spalding.  * 


Mental  Health' Services . 


Alderman  Bullock. 
Alderman  Moore  Ede. 
Alderman  Mrs,  Palmer. 
Councillor  Brotherton. 


Health  Contros . 


Alderman  Bullock, 
Alderman  Mooro  Edo, 
Alderman  Spalding. 
Councillor  Daniel, 
Councillor  T.C.  Palmer. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Ratcliff e. 


Councillor  Harris. 
Councillor  Powell. 
Councillor  Watts, 


Councillor  Fennell. 
Councillor  Tremhath. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Uppy. 
Dr.  Pla r tin. 

Dr.  Norton. 


Dr.  Brierley. 
Mr.  Griffiths, 
Mr.  Jones. 

Miss  Tree. 


f 

a 

Dr.  Berry, 

Rev.  Downey. 

Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Harris, 

Dr.  Martin, 

Dr.  Mills. 


(4) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  1949, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER.  A.J.B.  GRIFFIN,  M.B. ,Ch.B. ,D.P.H 


ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH. 

ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH. 

ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH. 

*  •  it- 

TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER  (part-time) 

DENTAL  OFFICER. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
DISTRICT  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

TUBERCULOSIS  NURSE. 

HEALTH  VISITORS  &  SCHOOL  NURSES, 


SUPERINTENDENT  NURSING  INSTITUTE 
&  NON- MEDICAL  SUPERVISOR  OF 

MIDWIVES  . 

ASST,  SUPERINTENDENT  NURSING 
INSTITUTE. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES. 

MIDWIVES  (NURSING  INSTITUTE) 

CHIEF  CLERK. 

ASSISTANT  CLERKS, 


E.GF^RUDE  :  EMERSON. M.B.  ,B.Ch.  , 

B  .A  .  Oe  ?D  si  0H0  ( a ) 

ALEXANDER  F0  JARVIE  ,M.B.  ,Ch.B.  , 
D.P.H.  (a) 

(Resigned  28th  April,  1949) 

WILLIAM  D.H.MG  .FARLAND ,  M.B .  , 

B.Ch„  ,D.P .H. 

(Commenced  duty  28th  October  *49) 

DR.  R9B»  MAYFIELD. 

(Chest  Physician  -  Regional 
Hospital  Board). 

C.R.  KNIGHT,  L.DoS.*  (a) 

M.M.  LOVE  F.RoI.C.  (County  Analyst) 
(Services  utilised  by  arrangement 
with  Worcsc  County  Council). 

PERCIVAL  LEONARD  PARSONS  (b)(c) 

THOMAS  Wo  MARSDEN.  (b)(c)(k)(l) 

JOHN  HENRY  BENJAMIN  (b)(o) 

HARRY  JACKSON,  (b) 

Mrs.  Mo Wo  COTTERILL  (d)(e) 

(Joint  A p p o in t mo nt «  Re  g i ona 1 
Hospital  Board)  a 

MISS  DOROTHY  M.  GATLIN 

(a) (d) (e) (f ) (i) 

MISS  ADA  C*COPE  (a)(d)(e)(f) 

MISS  VAL1RIE  MOON  (a)(d)(e)(f) 

MISS  JOAN  HUDSON  fa)  (d)  (e)  (f  )(g) 

MISS  M.C  uEc? GIBBONS  (a)  (d)(e)(f) 

MISS  M. K/  ORMONDE  ( a }  ( d )  ( e )  ( f ) 

MISS  EVELYN  M.  BA Z LEY 

(d)  (e)  (f )  (h) 


MIPS  HILDA  M*  DOWNES  (d)(e)(h) 


MISS  M.  SCHRANZ  (d) 

MRS.  MY  ELLIS  (d)(e) 

MRS .  FLORENCE  LANGLEY  (d)(e) 
MISS  M.L,  THOMPSON  (d)  (e) 
MISS  E.Mo  COOPER  (d)(e) 

MISS  K.M®  VIGOUR  (d)(e)(h) 
MISS  J0E„  WAGHORN  (dj(e)(h) 
MISS  P.0o  VILES  (d)(e)(h) 

MR.  PERCY  Mo  CHRISTIAN. 

MR.  JOSIAH  A0  EVERETT, 

MR.  JOHN  TOLLEY. 

MISS  E.C.  GRIFFIN. 

MISS  SYLVIA  FISHER. 

MISS  VALERIE  TONES . 

MISS  H.FoM,  PALE  (a) 

MRS.  IRENE  RTF  CAN  (a) 

MISS  MONICA  G.  DCYLE  (a) 


DENTAL  RECEPTIONIST. 

>  . 

,  4  ,  ft  * 

DULY  AUTHORISED  OFFICERS • 


MRS. 


JOYCE  PYE 


MR'*  GEORGE  '  T  OWNEND . 

MR.  A.E.  TURNER  (.part-time) 


DISINFECTOR,  VAN  DRIVER  ETC* 
*  ,%  * 

RODENT  'OPERATIVE .  ’  '  ■ 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

MATRON  IN  CHIEF.  >  -  •  f 

DEPUTY  MATRONS. 


MIR.  CHARLES  A.' WEBB. 
MR .  PERCY  R  OWBERRY . 


MRS.  H.M.  DE  (d)'(e) 
(Resigned  30  Sep:  1949). 

.  *  .*••.*,  •*  »"*  ■*,*  i  ;  *r  - .  *•  -  .• . 

'MISS  BERYL  LAVENDER  (  j) 
MISS  MARY  HAINES  (  j) 

MISS  C.  PAIN  (j) 


(a)  Joint  -  appointment  -  M  &  C.W.  and  School  Medical  Service. 

■(b)  Inspector ? s  -Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

)(c)  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat 
&  other  Foods. 

•  f  '  *  •  .  . 

'  (’d)  Certificate  of  Midwives  Board. 

«* 

( e )  State  Registered  by  Examination. 

(f)  New  Health  Visitors  -Certificate. 

(g)  Mothercraft  Teaching  Certificate. 

(h)  Queens  Nurse. 

(.1)'  Superintendent.  Health  Visitor. 

(  j)  Norland- trained  Nursery  Nurse. 

(k)  Smoke  Inspectors  Cortificate. 

......  •*  '*  *  t  '  *  ,  1  ‘  j 

(l)  Sanitary  Science  as  Applied  to  Buildings  &  Public  Works. 


Y 


(6) 

THE 


REPORT  OF 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1949. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  County  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

\ 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year 

1949. 

This  is  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  and  it  is  fitting  that  as  Medical  officer  of  Health  I 
should  make  some  comment  upon  this  monumental  and  revolutionary 
legislation  with  its  powers  for  influencing  so  profoundly  the  lives 
of  the  nation.  With  its  contemporary  Acts  -  The  National  Assistance 
Act,  The  National  Insurance  Act  and  the  Children  Act  -  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  forms  a  pyramid  of  social  legislation  -  Utopian 
in  conception  -  supporting  the  Welfare  State. 

That  the  stormy  birth  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  -  its 
chief  accoucheur  and  his  assistants  received  little  encouragoment  from 
the  medical  and  dental  professions  -  should  have  been  succeeded  by 
innumerable  growing  pains  is  not  surprising,  for  sweeping  changes  in 
curative  and  preventive  medicine  have  followed. 

So  far  as  the  smaller  areas  are  concerned  the  transfer  of  local 
authority  hospitals  to  the  Minister  operating  through  Hospital  Boards 
and  Hospital  Management  Committees  has  not  boon  without  disadvantages: 
the  trend  towards  standardisation;  and  administration  by  lay  admin¬ 
istrators  however  eff  ic lent-, who  lack  medical  experience,  has  tended 
to  Introduce  an  impersonal  character  into  hospital  control. 

The  divorce  of  Public  Health  staff  from  Infectious  Diseases 
hospitals  is  particularly  unfortunate  for  while  Modical  Officers  of 
Health  are  still,  as  epidemiologists,  responsible  for  control  of 
infectious  disease  in  their  areas  they  no  longer  are  associated  with 
the  clinical  aspects  of  Infectious  disease  "in  which  many  modical 
officers  had  specialist  experience. 

The  still  more  unfortunate  aspect  of  the  Act  Is  the  emphasis  laid 
upon  Ill-health  to  the  relative  exclusion  of  its  prevention. 


Where  there  are  many  thousands  of  doctors  and  dentists  engaged  in 
attempting  to  cure  disease  and  minimise  its  ravages,  there  are  onlj 
a  few  hundred  engaged  in  its  prevention,  and  these  -  many  with  spec! 
qualifications  -  are  further  discouraged  by  being  inadequately 
remunerated  in  comparison  with  their  professional  colleagues  engage! 
in  curative  medicine. 

The  immediate  results  are  already  being  shown  for  the  training! 
centres  for  public  Health  are  relatively  deserted  and  the  standard 
recruits  to  public  health  has  been  lowered.  There  is  a  lamentable! 
shortage  of  professional  men  in  the  Public  Dental  Services,  and  it 
seems  almost  inevitable  that  the  late  results  will  be  incalculable 
harm  to  the  dental  efficiency  of  the  rising  generation. 

Meanwhile,  although  health  should  lie  in  a  way  of  life  and  not! 
a  bottle  of  medicine,  millions  of  bottles  of  medicine  are  being 
swallowed  and  hospital  costs  are  reaching  astronomic  figures. 

Although  Local  Authority  hospitals  have  passed  to  the  control  II 
the  Minister,,  I  have  still  been  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  hospite 
control  and  development  by  virtue  of  my  membership  of  the  South 
Worcestershire  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

While  attendance  at  this  Committee  and  its  many  Sub-Committees 
has  made  very  heavy  demands  upon  my  time  -  for  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  had  imposed  fresh  duties  in  place  of  the  lost  hospital 
responsibilities  -  I  feel  I  have  been  able  to  make  some  contribution 
to  the  development  and  management  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Services; 
and  consider  it  most  desirable  in  the  health  interests  of  the  citize 
he  servos  that  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have  by  membershi 
of  a  Hospital  Management  Commit toe  knowledge  of  what  is  going  on  in 
the  hospitals  in  his  administrative  area. 

The  housing  conditions  of  the  citizens  despite  the  energies  of  J 

Housing  Committee,  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  are  depressing  to 

contemplate  for  the  increased  population  has  made  conditions  worse 

then  they  were  in  1938,  'Philo  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  our 

vital  statistics,  behind  the  housing  shortage  there  is  a  mass  of  ill- 

\ 

health,  particularly  mental  ill-health,  mental  disharmony,  child 
delinquency,  child  desertion,  divorce  and  bad  citizenship. 

The  Public  Health  and  National  stability  are  dependent  upon  good 
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family  life  which  is  impossible  while  there  is  such  shortage  of 
homes  for. the  individual  family  units. 

Families  are  still  patiently  awaiting  rehousing  from  slums  I 
condemned  as  far  back  as  1936  and  I  feel  that  the  priority  needs  of 
the  slum  dwellers  have  not  always  received  their  due  consideration. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  212  condemned 
houses  still  awaiting  demolition  because  their  occupants  had  not  been 
rehoused.  In  consequence  unfit  houses  are  now  only  represented  under 
the  Housing  Acts  as  a  last  resort  -  usually  when  they  are  potentially 
dangerous  to  the  inmates  and  there  are  at  present  approximately  800 
unfit  houses  which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  when  rehousing  is 

•V 

sufficiently  advanced,  to  permit  slum  clearance  to  be  resumed. 
f  The  inf ant- death  rate  of  29.4  compares  favourably  with  that  :f 

32.0  for  England  and  Wales  and  is  a  reflex  of  the  good  work  done  by 
Assistant  Medical  officers  of  Health  and  Health  Visitors  despite 
,  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  our  main  maternity  and  child  welfare 
centre , 

Thanks  to  the  immunisation  campa ign ■ aga inst  Diphtheria  in  which 
the  general  practitioners  now  share  there  have  been  only  3  cases  of 
diphtheria  with  no  deaths.  Since  I  first  started  this  campaign 
some  fifteen  years  ago  the  production  value  of  the  lives  saved  runs 
into  millions  of  pounds. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  extend  the 
Health  Department  premises  as  the  cramped  accommodation  militates 
against  departmental  efficiency  and  too  much  of  my  own  time  is  taken 
up  by  detail  work  which  better  accommodation  would  enable  me  to 
delegate . 

This  disability  has  not  impaired  the  loyalty  of  the  Staff 
which  I  acknowledge,  as  I  do  the  support  and  tolerance  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  B.  GRIFFIN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  • 
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Area  (in  acres)  5,393 
Estimated  Population.  62,020 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  April  1949.  16,942 
Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  at  April  1949.  £423,852 
Product  of  a  penny  Rate.  £1,707 


Section  I. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

City  of  Worcester 


Deaths  (all  causes).  701 

Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Population.  10.9 

Births.  999 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  Population.  14.5 

Still  Births .  29 

Still  Biuth  Rato  (per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births).  ,  0.47 

Infant  Deaths.  30 

Infant  Death  Rato  (no.  of  deaths 

per  1,000  live  births).  29.4 

Maternal  Deaths,  Nil 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (no.  of  deaths 

of  mothers  per  1,000  live  births)  Nil 

Deatn  Rate  for  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  Population)  0.42 

Death  Rate  for  other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  Population)  0.096 

Doath  Rate  from  all  forms  of  .  -  -  -  -  - 

Tuberculosis.  0.516 


C  omne nt  upon  Statistics. 

Population;  The  1939  population  of  the  City  was  54,368, 
population  was  62,020. 


England 
Wales . 


11.7 

16.7 

0.3^ 

32.0 

0.9! 

Not  aval! 
Not  aval! 
0»- 


The  1941 


In  pre-war  years  the  natural  increase  of  population  by  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  was  approximately  70  per  year  only. 


Since  1939  the  total  natural  increase  of  population  amounted  to 
3,282,  so  that  the  gross  increase  of  7,660  can  be  analysed  into 
5,282  representing  natural  increase  and  4,378  representing 
Immigra t ion0 

♦* 

This  increase  by  immigration  is  related  to  the  social  and  Indus tri; 
circumstances  of  the  area.  During  the  War  Worcester  was  a  rocept 

area  and  in  consequence  received  not  only  persons  seeking  safety 
and  displaced  persons  needing  shelter  but  also  industries  transfer: 
for  security  reasons. 

Not  only  have  many  of  the  immigrants  remained  but  new  Industries  - 
particularly  light  engineering  -  have  sprung  up.  Prom  being 
essentially  an  agricultural  centre  the  City  has  become  an  Industrie 
area,  v/ith  subsequent  accentuated  housing  problems  and  scarcity  of 
labour , 
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BIRTHS  *  Of  tho  999  Livebirths  525  were  males  and  473  females* 

Table  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  1940  -  49. 

Year  c  Ho .  of  b  irths  .  Rato  per  1  -  COO  Pojsulat  iong 


1940 

84-5 

3.5  0  5 

1941 

913 

14*8 

1942 

1005 

lo  c  O 

1943 

1025 

16*8 

1944 

1205 

27*2 

1945 

1073 

18.3 

1946  * 

1228 

20,4 

1947 

1256 

20?  66 

1948 

1118 

18.16 

1949 

999 

7  /  c; 

Am  S.  o 

Tho  frenzied  war-time  marriage  rate  and  tho  War  and  immediate  post¬ 
war  period  increase  in  reproductivity  arc  both  subsiding  leaving 


their  aftermath  of  problems  in  housing* 


and  marriage  guidance 


education,  child  guidance 


DEATHS 


Table  of  Causes 


Age  Groups 

1.  Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  fevers 
2 o  Ccrobro  Spinal  fever. 

3c  Scarlet  fever. 

4©  Whooping  Cough. 

5r  Diphtheria, 

60  Tuberculosis  of  resp©  system 
7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

8©  Syphilitic  diseases. 

90  Influenza. 

10 -Measles.  j 

lioAcuto  poliomyelitis.  1 

12 .A rate  Infantile  onccphalit Is .  ; 
13©Canccr  of  buc,  cav  &  oosoph  (;W) 

uterus  (P) 

14 ©Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum. 

15 .Cancer  of  breast. 

16sCanccr  of  all  other  sites-. 

17, D iabet os , 

18  e  Inter  cranial  vascular  lesions. 
19. Heart  diseases, 

20 ©Other  dis«  of  circe  system. 
21©Br onchit is 
22 e Pneumonia , 

23 ©Other  respt  diseases. 

240Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 
25®Diarrhoca  under  2  yrs. 
26.Appondic  itis  0 
27 o Other  digostivo  disoasos, 
28.11ophr  it  is . 

29.Puor.  &  post-abort,  sopsis. 

30e Other  maternal  causes. 

'31  .premature  birth. 

32cC  on?  mal;  birth  inj;  Inf"  d5.  s; 
33?Suic  Ido  o 

34, Re  :d  traffic  accidents, 

35 9 Other  violent  causes, 

360A11  other  causes. 
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DEATHS  (C  ont  ?d )  a 

Communicable  Pis  cases  ».  excluding  Tuberculosis  accountod  for  7 
deaths,  of  which  4  were  due  to  Influenza,  2  to  Acute  Infective 
Encephalitis  and  T  to  Syphilis. 

Cancor  was  responsible  for  97  deaths  giving  a  Cancer  doath  rate  oj 
i.LL  per  1,000. 

The  sites  of  the  disease  in  these  deaths  woro  as  follows ;- 


Cancer 

of 

Buccal  Cavity  &  oo 

s ophagus  (M)  &  uterus  (P) , 

5 

Cancer 

of 

stomach  and  duodenum. 

15 

Cancer 

of 

breast . 

15 

Cancer 

of 

Rectum. 

10 

Cancer 

of 

Bra  in. 

2 

Cancer 

of 

Bronchus . 

11 

Generalised  Cancer, 

1 

Cancer 

of 

C  olon. 

12 

Cancer 

of 

ovar ies . 

2 

Cancer 

of 

Lung . 

6 

Cancer 

of 

Prostate. 

4 

Cancer 

of 

Liver, 

1 

Cancer 

of 

Gall  Bladder. 

1 

Cancer 

of 

oi  s  ophagus , 

2 

Cancer 

of 

Bladder • 

4 

Cancer 

of 

Bile  Duct, 

1 

Cancer 

of 

Pancreas . 

3 

Cancor 

of 

Kidney. 

± 

Cancer 

of 

Larynx. 

1 

97 

The 

no* 

an  ago  at  doath  of 

the  cancer  victims  was  66. 

deaths  from 
The  methods 


Violent  Causes .  36  people  died  from  violent  causes,  including  6 

road  traffic  accidents  and  4  suicides, 
for  departure  chosen  by  the  suicides  were; 

Poisoning.  2 

Coal  Gas,  1 

Gun  Shot  Wound.  1 


Infant  Mortality,.  The  causes  of  doath  of  the  30  infants  who  died 
giving  an  Infant  Doath  Rato  of  29.4,  as  compared  with  32,0  for 
England  and  Wales,  arc  listed  below; - 


Infant  Deaths. 

Bronchitis.  1 

Pneumonia.  5 

Diarrhoea,  1 

?  r  c  na  t  ur  i  t  y .  5 

C  ong .  ma  If  orma  t  i  on  &  b  ir th  in  jur  io  s  •  15 

Other  violent  causos.  2 

All  other  causes.  1 


30 


Neo-Natal  Doath  Rate. 

Of  the  30  dead  infants  19  died  within  one  month  of  birth  giving  a 
noo-natal  death  rate  of  18.62, 

Thus  once  they  had  passed  the  first  month  of  lifo  only  11  of  the 
999  childrci  born  died  before  reaching  1  year  of  ago,  gyving  a 
rate  of  10*78. 

Alien  wo  remembor  that  50  years  ago  the  Infant  Doath  Rate  in  many 
areas  was  150  per  1,000  we  can  the  better  realise  the  magnitude 
of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  efforts  of  workers  in  this 
field. 

In  apportioning  the  credit  for  this  success,  wo  di  ould  not  forgot 
tho  Health  Visitor  who  has  boon  the  spoar-hoad  of  the  attack. 


» 

i 
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Section  II.  •  ' 

National  Health  Sorvico  Act,  1946, 

Local  Health  Services  under  Part  Ilg.. 

Caro  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

pre-natal  and  post-natal  Clinics, 

At  tho  main  M  &  C ,W.  Centre  at  54  Lowosmoor  two  sessions  weekly 
aro  held  for  mothers.  of  these  ono  is  solely  for  pre-natal  care, 
tho  other  for  prenatal,  postnatal  and  contracopt ivo  purposes.  On 
account  of  tho  midwifery  provisions  of  the  domiciliary  medical 
service  there  has  been  less  use  of  tho  local  authority  clinic  for 
pre-natal  supervision. 

Most  women  who  attend  aro  those  whose  confinements  will  take 
place  in  institutions,  those  who  have  booked  a  domiciliary  midwife 
but  not  a  Doctor,  and  a  few  whoso  doctors  request  the  assistance 
of  the  municipal  clinic  medical  staff  for  adequate  pre-natal 
supervision  of  their  patients. 

r 

An  additional  weekly  prenatal  clinic  is  held  at  tho  Nursing 
Institute.  This  is  attended  by  a  general  practitioner  experienced 
in  midwifery  and  paid  by  the  local  authority  on  a  sessional  basis. 

He  works  in  co-operation  with  tho  domiciliary  midwives  and  pupil 
midwivos  attached  to  tho  Institute,  and  contributes  to  the 
training  of  tho  pupil  midwives. 

Caro  of  the  Unmarried  mother. 

Tho  local  authority  in  its  application  of  Circular  1866  makes 
use  of  the  subsidised  services  of  the  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Association  for  the  care  and  after-care  ‘of  the  unmarried  mother  and 
her  child,  and  usually  the  pre-natal  care  is  wholly  associated 
with  the  municipal  clinic. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Two  clinics  weekly  are  hold  at  the  main  centre  and  three  at 
branch  centres  at  Clainos,  Brickfields  and  St.  Johns, 

The  supply  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juice  is  associated  with 
tho  Local  Authority  Clinics  where  facilities  for  distribution  arc 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Food  Ministry* s  Officers.  I  hold 
the  view  that  milk  foods  and  food  supplements  should  be  distributed 
only  at  Welfare  Centres,  where  advice  as  to  their  proper  use  is 
always  available. 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Clinics  arc  shown  below; - 


(1) 


No.  of  :No.ofNo  of  .No.  of  childNo.  of  child-Total  ■  no.  of 
!  centre  sjchildohild- ren  who  1st  >ren  in  a tton~a ttendancos 
Iprojat  jW'ol-  ren  .attended  thddance  at  the  made  by  chil- 
jond  of.  'fare  .‘who  -‘centres  dur- 

’ycar.  jscss-atten-ing-  the  yr,& 

jions  ded  jwho  on  the 
*  jnow  -con-  jdato  of  their 

i  -held  tr.es  list  attend-  I 

’per  i in  coljanco  were;  -  j 


end  of  tho  dren  includ- 
yr  who  worced  in  col  (4) 
•thon;-  .during  tho  yr. 


'month  (  2 )  'Under  .Over 
| in  coldur-  ;1  yr.  '1  yr, 
j(  2) .  ing  ;  i 


(2) 


centres  the  yr. 

’  (3)  :  (4)  i  (5) 


Under  *Botw-  ;Undor  Over 
1  yr.  ^en  thdl  yr.  -.1  yr. 

agos  or  * 

i  fl  and  9  ! 


(6)  •  (7) 


Local  Health 
Authority 
centres . 


4 


20  1193 


652 


36 


362 


(8)  !  (9)  ;  (10) 


811  9542! 3551 


Centres 
by  vol: 


pro: 

Organ; 
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Day  Nurseries.  .  .  .  - 

3  day  nurseries  sited  in  the  St.  John*s,  Brickfields  and 
Rainbow  Hill  areas  care  for  the  children  of  those  mothers  who  from 
the  operation  of  an  unbalanced  -  economy  and  other  causes  arc  obliged 
to,  or  prefer  to,  go  out  to  work,  coming  within  the  clastic 
description  as  n of  national  importance”.' 

The  value  of  the  day  nursery  in  modern  society  is  debatable  - 
like  the  parson1 s  egg  they  are* good  in  parts*.  By  economic 
standards  they  are  unsound. 

* 

The  gross  cost  of  8s.4d  per  day  per  child  is  little  relieved 
by  the  ls.6d  per  day  paid  by  the  mother  who  meanwhile  may  earn 
£4  or  more  per  week. 

The  innocent  victims  gain  their  first  lessons  in  democracy 
at  some  loss  of  child-parent  relationship  and  develop  into  cheerful 
little  extroverts. 

120  places  are  provided  with  73^  occupation,  or  excluding 
Saturday  mornings  84%.  Regular  supervision  of  the  children  is 
carried  out  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fuel  cuts  occasionally  closed"  a  nursury  or  reduced  the 
temperature  to  near  freezing  point,  but  no  frost  bite  eases  were 
recorded.  The  nurseries  arc  still  recognised  as  training  centres 
for  the  Certificate  of  the  National  Nursery  Examination  Board; 
continued  recognition  is  doubtful. 


Caro  of  premature  Infants. 

Premature  babies  requiring  institutional  care  arc  mainly  admit  toe 
to  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  or  the  Maternity  Units  at  the 
Shrub  Hill  Infirmary  and  Avenbury  Maternity.  Homes  • 

For  such  babies  nursed  at  home  the  local  authority  provides 
the  customary  facilities  recommended  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  20/44. 

Of  the  premature  infants  notified  26  were  born  at  home  and  46 
in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Homes.  Additional  information  concerning 
those  born  at  home  is  shown  below. 


iTrans- 
.f  erred 


Nursed  entirely  at  home 


to  hosp:gsyd2ln 

jhrs . 

(1)  :  (2) 


1 


Died  on  Died  on  Surviv- 
2nd  to  8th  to  eel  28  ..Total  j 
7th  day : 28th  dayj days. 

(3)  I  (4)  !  (5)  (6)  | 


Grand 

Total 

(V) 


Under  3  lbs 

i 

-  1 

...  - . ■).  - 

• 

.  * 

— , - 
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: 

I 

— i - 

. 

| 

* 

I 

— — - 

‘ 

| 

5-4  lbs 

1 

|  I1'  1 

-  | 

- 

1  4 

5 

» 

f 

4 

6 

4  -  5-J  lbs 

2 

1 

1 

!  16 

1  .  .  _  . 

CO 

1 — 1 

j 

20 

Total 

1  2 

1 

- 

20 

j  23 

} 

26 

Treatment  Facilities. 


For  mothers  and  babies  there  is  adequate  liaison  with  the 
Worcester  Royal  infirmary  -  Additionally  for  children  treatment 
facilities  arc  available  at  the  School  Clinic  whence  reference  of 
patients  is  made  -  particularly  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  defects  - 
to  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  as  occasion  arises. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Dental  treatment  is  provided  both  for  expo ctant  tours ing  mothers 
as  a  priority  class  and  for  children  below  school  age.  The  work 
is  at  present  done  by' the  single  handed.  City  Dental  Officer  whose 
report  appears  below. 

Rojpjyr  t  try_  the  Dent  a HL  Officer  on  the  dontal  treatment  provided  for  _ 
exp  octant  a inB.  nur s  ing~ mothers"  and  young  children. _ _ 

.  i 

During  the  yeais  1949  arid  1950  there  was  a  decline  in  the 
numbers"  of '  mothers  ‘'arid'  young  children  referred,  from  the  Maternity 
and  Childi  Welfare  Centres  for  further  advice  and  treatment. 

It  is  anticipated  that  those  nursing  and  expectant  mothers 
who  have  received  ante-natal  care  etc,,  through  the  General 
Medical  Practitioners  Service  have  als;o  sought  dental  advico  and 
treatment  through  the  General  Dontal  Service  under  the  terms  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Scheme  and  the  dental  practitioner 
has  hacl  more  of  these  cases  than  -hitherto;  this  I  know 
particularly  applies  in  the  provision  of  dentures  although  next 
year  ( i.e , 1951/52)  I  expect  to  see  a  return  to  the  Local 
Authorities  scheme  for  the  provision  of  dentures  due  to  the  revised 
Regulations  applied  recently  to  the  General  Dontal  Services , 

With  the  limited  Dontal  Staff  available  at  the  Clinic  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  examine  the  mouth  and  tooth  of  all  mothers 
making  a  first  visit  to  tho  ante-natal  clinic,  or  of  all  young 
children.  Therefore  it  is  possible  that  some  requiring  only 
slight  treatment,  to  the  mouth  or  teeth,  may  have  been  loft  over 
by.  the  Medical  Officers, 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  close  co-opcration  exists  between 
the  medical  Officers,  Health  Visitors,  and  the  Dental  Clinic. 

They  do  everything  they  can  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  tho  patients 
the  necessity  of  healthy  mouths. 

One  still  finds  many  parents  who  agree  with  reluctance  to 
having  the  teeth  of  very  young  children  filled.  They  often 
express  the  opinion  that  extractions  represent  tho  only  trea  tnent 
needed  for  child-ren  under  5  years  of  age.  Only  continuous 
propaganda  on  dental  hygiene  con  be  expected  to  overcome  this 
attitude,  which  was  responsible  in  too  many  instances  for  the  non¬ 
completion  of  conservative  work  that  had  boon  initiated. 


TABLE . 


iaJ  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 


i 

{ 

1 

l 

Examined 

Needing 
treatment . 

Treated 

Made 

Dcnta lly 
Pit. 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
mothers . 

54 

52 

48 

43 

Ma  ny 

appts 

not 

Children  under  5. 

| 

140 

140 

129 

117 

c  ont  *d 
in  orde 
to  c on- 
plete 
necess¬ 
ary 
treat¬ 
ment  . 

• 
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(t>)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided. 


Extra  - 

Anaesthetics 

Pill- 

Seal- 

S ilver 

Dress- 

Rad io- 

Dentures 

c t ions 

Loca  1 

C-eneral 

ings 

ings. 

Nit- 

ings . 

graphs 

provided 

• 

or 

s  ca  1- 
ing  & 
gum 
treat¬ 
ment  . 

ra  te 
Treat¬ 
ment  . 

"Com¬ 

plete 

pai 

tie 

Expec¬ 
tant  8c 
nurs ing 
mothers 

575 

17 

25 

59 

16 

- 

47 

nil 
no 
app- 
1  ian- 

14 

20 

Child¬ 

ren 

under  5. 

117 

52 

10 

27 

22 

10 

1 

i 

cos 

ava  li¬ 
able  . 

i 

!— - - 
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domiciliary  midwifery  service. 

The  Councils  arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  Act 
provided  for  the  absorption  within 'the  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Service  of  the  midwives  previously  employed  by  the  former 
Voluntary  Nursing  Association  at  the  Nursing  Institution.  The 
Institute  being  a  recognised  training  centre  for  part  II 
midwifery  pupils,  the  midwives  attached  to  it  are  virtually 
teaching  midwives,  supervising  the  delivery  of  mothers  by 
pupil  midwives. 


The  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives  is  the  Nursing 
Superintendent  at  the  Institute,  who  also  controls  the 
Council’s  midwives  operating  from  their  own  homes.  By  virtue 
of  her  teaching  responsibilities  the  Supervisor  is  able  to 
maintain  a  good  standard  level  of  midwifery  practice. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Staff  consists,  in  addition  to  the 
Supervisor,  -  of  8  Municipal  Midwives:  1  Midwifery  Teacher  anc^ 
usually  5  pupil  Midwives. 

Midwifery  is  now  the  concern  of  three  administrative  bodies  - 
Hospital  Management  Committees,  Local  Executive  Councils  and 
Local  Health  Authorities  -  and  tripartite  controlcan  have  Its 
drawbacks.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  as  practised  by  midwives  is 
being  appreciably  affected  by  Institutional  confinements,  -  on 
social  grounds,  -  of  normal  cases  and  by  general  practitioner 
midwifery  for  Local  Executive  Councils,  Institutional  deliveries 
are  ex  ceeding  domiciliary  confinements,  and  as  yot-"there  Is  no 
set  national  policy  to  apportion  midwifery  between  the  homo 
and  the  institution. 

The  domiciliary  midwife  is  becoming  virtually  a  maternity 
nurse:  her  profession  has  a  less  attractive  clinical  appeal: 

and  recruitment  tends  to  suffer.  Meanwhile  the  cost  to  the 
State  of  each  child  brought  into  this  troubled  world  is  soaring. 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Practise. 


11  Domiciliary  Midwives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  their 
intention  to  practise. 

The  extent  of  domiciliary  midwifery  with  details  of  medical 
aid  calls  by  midwives  is  given  below:- 


No.  of  maternity  cases  in  the  area  of 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
attended  by  Midwives  during  the  year 
ended  31.12.49. 


Domic  il  iary 
cases . 

Cases  in 

Inst itut ions . 

Total. 

A  s 

A  s 

As 

A  s 

A  s 

A  s 

Mid- 

Mater- 

Mid- 

Mater- 

Mid- 

Mater- 

wives 

■  i 

nity 
Nur  s  e  s 

wives 

nity 

Nurses 

w  i  ve  s 

nity 

Nur  s  e  s  . 

(1)  Midwives  employed  by 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

the  Authority.... . . 

( 2 )  M id w i vc  s  emp 1 oy ed  by 

203 

287 

203 

287 

Voluntary  Organisations... 
(3)  Midwives  employed  by 

H osp . Ma na gemen t  C  ommi t tees 
or  Boards  of  Governors 

tmm 

•»* 

M 

•M. 

under  the  N.H.S .A  ........  . 

(4)  Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 

Midwives  employed  in  Nursing 

93 

529 

93 

529 

i 

H  ome  s . . . . 

5 

25 

— 

5 

25 

i  Ot 3  Is  •  ©  •  •  • 

208 

- - 

312 

! 

i 

93 

529 

301 

841 

Ivliclwives  called  in  medical  aid  in  112  cases  representing 
9.8  per  cent  of  all  confinements  or  37  per  cent  of  cases  attended 
by  Midwives  as  such. 

The  conditions  which  necessitated  the  sending  of  these 
112  medical  aid  forms  are  tabulated  below. 

FOR  THE  MOTHER. 

D ur  ing  P  r  e  gna  ncy . 


Poor  General  Condition  3 
Threatened  Abortion  2 
Ante? par turn  Haemorrhage  1 
Raised  Blood  pressure  6 
Puffinoss  of  face  and  swelling 

of  legs  1 
Inflammation  of  legs  1 
Disproportion  1 
Varicose  Veins  3 
Pre-cordial  pain  1 
Vaginal  discharge  2 
Rise  of  pulse  rate  etc,  1 

Total; 


During  Labour  or  the  Lying-in. 

Ruptured  Perineum  35 
Obstetric  shock  1 
Epileptic  fits  1 
prolonged  and  Difficult  labour  13 
Post  par tun  haemorrhage  5 
Breech  presentation  ,  1 
Retained  Placenta  1 
Distressed  condition  3 
Induction  1 
Miscarriage  2 
Raised  Temperature  2 
Stillbirth  -1 
Early  rupture  of  Membranes  1 
Raised  Blood  pressure  2 
Post  maturity  3 
premature  labour  1 


Total;  73 


For  the  Child. 

Unsatisfactory ' condition  1 
Vomiting  1 
prematurity  *  _  3 
Eye  discharge  8 
Diarrhoea  1 
Rash  1 
Prolapse  of  Cord  1 
Stye  on  Eye  1 


Total; 


17 


* 

» 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

8  Midwives  arc  qualified  to  give  gas-air  analgesia  and  7 
sets  of  apparatus  are  in  use. 

Transport . 

4  District  Midwives  receive  a  car  allowance,  and  for  nurses 
operating  from' the  Institute  a  car,  an  auto-cycle  and  cycles 
are  provided# 


Staff. 


THE  HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE. 


Owing  to  the  dearth  of  Health  Visitors  the  policy  of 
unification  of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  Health  Visiting 
service  has  suffered  a  setback  as  it  is  easier  to  get  School 
Nurses  than  Health  Visitors  qualified  to  fill  the  dual  role 

In  addition  to  the  Senior  Health  Visitor  there  are  5  Health 
Visitors  whose  duties  also  now  include  visitation  of  homes  in 
connection  with  Care  and  After  Care# 

•« 

The  Council  participates  in  the  West  Midlands  Scheme  for 
training  nurses  to  be  Health  Visitors  and  has  trained  2 
recruits  by  this  means. 

The  Health  Visitor’s  case-load  Is  too  heavy,  nevertheless 
she  can  claim  some  credit  for  our  low  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

Statistics  of  Health  Visiting  are  as  follows  ;- 
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HOME  NURSING. 

Home  Nursing^  is  operated  from  the  Nursing  Institute  by  the 
Nursing  Super tendent  with  5  nurses  and  7  Queen fs  Institute  of 
District  Nursing  Trainees. 

The  rented  accommodation  -  taken  over  from  the  former 
voluntary  assoc ia  tion  -  is  old.  Inconvenient  and  badly  furnished. 
When  conditions  permit  a  new  functional  Nursing  Home  should  be 
built  -  meanwhile  the  present  staff  should  be  provided  with  more 
comfort. 

As  the  Institute  is  a  training  centre  for  "Queens”  Nurses, 
the  nursing  standard  is  high. 

The  work  done  is  summarised  below; - 


Number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Nurses  during  the  year#.....  924 
Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Home  Nurses  during  the  year .  20,003 
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VACATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Vaccination  is  -  outside  hospitals  -  performed  by  general 
pracf t  iVi  one r s  ;  the  Public  Health  Medical  Staff  will  be -employed 
only  when  special  circumstances  require  that  vaccination  stations 
should  bo  set  up.  Vaccine  is  obtained  from  the  City  Bacteriological) 
Laboratory,  150,  Great  Charles  Street,  Birmingham  3,  but  may  in 
emergency  always  be  obtained  from  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 
During  1949  only  216  infants  were  vaccinated,  or  21,6%  of  the 
births.  The  change  in  the  law  coupled  with  the  abolition  of  the 
Vaccination  Officer  has  reduced  vaccination  despite  the 
propagandising  of  parents  by  midwives.  Health  Visitors  and  athers. 
Undoubtedly  the  old  Vaccination  Officer  with  in  the  background  the 
legal  support  of  Vacc ination  Acts  did  get  the  population  vaccinated. 

We  are  rapidly  becoming  an  unvaccinated  community,  and  if 
Smallpox  should  ever  steal  a  march  upon  us  the  consequences  might 
well,  for  a  while,  be  disastrous. 

Immunisation;  originally  introduced  in  most  areas, -and  certainly 
in  Worcester ,~ by  public  Health  Staff,  is  now  carried  out  by 
domiciliary  medical  practitioners  as  well  as  in  the  local  author ity*s 
Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinic. 

Statistical  data  are  given  below:- 

' - ’  V 


I  maun is a t ion  in  relation  to  child  population. 


Age  at  ’31.12.49 
i.e.Born  in  year. 

Under  1 
1949 

1  ;  2  i  3 

1948  il947 11946 
!  ! 

1 

 L . ,  .  . 

4 

1945 

5  to  9 
1940-44 

10-14 

1935-59 

Total 

under 

15 

No.  Immunised 

48  •; . 

675  ;  676  j  557 

L  _ 

314 

3552 

3002 

9024 

Estimated  mid-  j  — - Children  under  5--- 

year  ch.Ud  !  . 

population  1949  |  o^uo 

- 1 — - - - 

-Children  5-14- 

8446 

13652 

Diphtheria  Notifications  and  deaths  in  relation  to  immunisation 
during  the  year  1949. 

i  , 

Number  of  Notifications .  3 

! 

Number  of  Deaths . . . .  Nil. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Worcester  City  and  District  Voluntary  Ambulance  Committee 
provides  the  C ity J s  Ambulance  Service  on  an  agency  basis:  and  at  the 
sane  time  serves  for  the  County  Council  of  Worcos  ter  shire  the 
Southern  portion  of  the  County. 

The  Committee  includes  City  Council  representatives  in  addition 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Ambulance  Officer,  who  Is 
also  the  Chief  Ambulance  Officer  for  the  County,  controls  6  whole-tine 
drivers  operating  6  ambulances.  Members  of  the  Order  of  St.John 
and  the  Red  Cross  assist  voluntarily-  in  the  staffing  of  the 
ambulance  service:  and  it  is  due  to  their  generous  support  as  well 
as  to  good  Committee  management  that  the  service  is  run  to  the 
great  financial  advantage  of  the  Local  Authority,  as  for  1949  the 
running  cost  per  mile  -  including  capital  charges  on  vehicles  - 
was  only  19.69d.  This  use  of  voluntary  personnel  while  advantaging 
the  Ambulance  Committee  -  and  Indirectly  the  local  authority  -  helps 
to  sustain  the  interest  of  St.  John  and  Red  Cross  Members  -  female 
as  well  as  male  -  and  I  welcome  this  opportunity  of  recording  my 
appreciation  of  their  services. 
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A  dbula nee  Service  (  c  on t T d )  . 

’York  clone  by  the  Ambulance  Service  is  summarised  below: - 


,  Number  of  vehicles  at  31st  December,  1949, • 6  ambulances 

.  Total  number  of  journeys  during  the  year.... . ...5,950. 

•  Total  number  of  patients  carried  during  the  year •••••••• 7,538. 

,  Humber  of  accident  and  other  emergency  journeys 

included  in  2lo#2  during  the  year..... . . .1,587. 

.  Total  mileage  during  the  year.............. . . . 40,095. 


•  Number  of  paid  whole-time  staff' at  31st  December,  1949# »  7 
Sitting  Case  Gar  Service. 

The  Local  Authority  also  provides  by  means  of  an  agency  a 
sitting  case  car  service.  This  operates  through  the  Voluntary 
Car  Service  operating  from  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 


Work  done  during  the  year  is  shown  below:-  .  . 

•  Total  number  of  journeys  during  the  year. . ...1,338 

•  Total  number  of  patients  carried  during  the  year........  839 

.  Number  of  accident  and  other  emergency  journeys 

included  in  No.l  during  the  year.. . . .Nil 

•  Total  mileage  during  the  year................. . ....27,943. 

PREVENTION  QP  ILLNESS  (CARE  AND  AFTER  QAVVA 


Tuberculos is ;  The  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee  is  a 
voluntary  body,  financed  partly  by  the  Health  Committee,  which 
sends  representatives,  and  partly  by  its  own  efforts. 

The ‘  day  to  day  work  is  carried  out  in  the  main  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary  -  who  is  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Health  Department  - 
the  Tuberculosis  Nurse,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Some  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  activities  of  the  After 
Care  Committee  is  given  in  abbreviated  form. 

Report  of  scope  of  the  After  Care  Committee . 

During  the  year  the  following  assistance  wa s  given  to 
patients  and  their  dependants 

Milk;  4,825  pints  of  milk  have  been  supplied  free  of  cost  to 
2" 3  pat ients ,  Since  the  Committee  was  established  80,672  pints 

of  milk  have  been  provided. 

Clothing  and  Bedding;  During  the  year  sheets,  blankets  and 
pillow  cases  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  £16.1. Id.  and 
£7. 5 .2d.  expended  upon  night  attire.  Altogether  some  143 
articles  of  clothing  were  purchased  during  the  year  at  a  cost 
of  £78.15#5d,  v/hich  includes  a  sum  of  £14.2. 5d.  for  wool  for 
the  knitting  of  socks  etc., 

Home  Life:  The  six  Open-air  Chalets  owned  by. the  Local 
Health  authority  were  put  Into  use  during  the  year  as  and 
when  required  when  separate  sleeping  accommodation  for 
the  patient  could  not  be  provided  in  the  hone.  The  City 
Council's  Housing  Committee  continues  to  give  special 
priority  in  regard  to  the  re-housing  of  sputum-positive 
patients  where  existing  housing  conditions • are  bad  or  overcrowded. 
The  Tuberculosis  Nurse. Vis  in  constant  touch  with  the  patients 
and  their  families  not  only  when  they  attend  the  Chest  Clinic, 
but  also  in  their  own  homes. 


Report  (cental) 
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Christmas  Seal  Saloi  The  1949  Christmas  Seal  Sale  created  a  record  i 
a  surplus  of  over  £91  being  realised.  The  total  income  raised 
from  these  annual  sales-  since  the  Committee  was  first  established 

has  been  £814. 

Commonwealth  and  Empire  Health  and  Tuberculosis  Conference. 

At  the  Committee  !s  request,  the  Hon.  Secretary  attended  this" 

Conference  which  was  held  in  London  in  July  1949*  The  most 
important  item  discussed  at  the  Conference  was  the*  establishment 
in  this  'country  'of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis; 
a  service  n ow  made  available  to  child  contacts  in  the  City  as 
part  of  the  Local  Health  Author ityTs  arrangements  under  Section 
28.  The  Mantoux  testing  and  subsequent  vaccination  is  perfonped 
by  the  Tuberculosis  officer  at  the  Chest  Clinic  held  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Rehabilitation  and  Resettlement.  Recommendations  are  made  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
Recommendations  are  also  made  to  the  Public  Assistance  Board  for 
supplementary  allowances  to  be  made  in  certain  cases.  The 
Committee  has  long  hoped  that  a  R employ  (Resettlement)  Factory 
might  be  established  in  Worcester  for  the  employment  of 
tuberculous  patients;  and  the  C ommittee * s  enquiries  in  this 
direction  have  received  encouragement  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 


AFTER  CARE  of  discharged  hospital  patients  is  undertaken  by  Health 
Vi  si  tors  and  District  Nurses,  the  liaison  between  hospitals  via 
Hospital  Almoners  and  public  HeaTth  Department  being  satisfactory. 

The  Care  and  After  Care  of  mental  patients  rests  with  the 
two  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

* 

More  particularly  in  connection  with  the  employment  of 
tuberculous  and  mental  patients  there  is  satisfactory  liaison 
with  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

For  the  benefit  of  female  patients  the  Senior  Health  Visitor 
acts  as  Almoner  to  the  Venereal  Diseases  Department  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

provision  of  Sick  Room  Equipment. 

Articles  of  sick  room  equipment  are  held  at  the  Nursing 
Institute  and  issued  thence  on  loan,  at  present  without  charge. 

It  is  proposed  to  augment  considerably  this  equipment  > 
and  for  the  loan  of  it  some  charge  will  eventually  be  “made  when 
the  scheme  is  completed. 

■  ‘  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


Attempts  made  before  the  Act  to  institute  a  satisfactory- 
Domestic  Help  Service  proved  somewhat  abortive  and  a  full 
scale  scheme  was  onlv  launched  in  1948  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  W.V.S . , Through  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  W.V.S. 
is  responsible  to  the  Health  Committee  for  the  operation  of 
the  Home  Help  Service. 

Three  types  of* helper  are  employed  -  whole-time  (with  42 
guaranteed  working  hours),  part-time  (with  guaranteed  22  hours)  and 
occasional  who  are  paid  only  when  employed  and  have  no  retainer. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  employed  11  whole-time, 

5  part-time,  and  1  occasional  personnel. 
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Domestic  Help  Service  (cont*d). 


During  the  year  236  applicants  were  provide!  with  the  service 
of  Domestic  Helps. 


The  Worcester  Scheme  -  itself  largely  modelled  on  the  Oxford 
Scheme  -  has  been  the  subject  of  many  enquiries  from  local 
authorities  initiating  schemes.  Thanks  to  the  Services  of  the 
Womens  Voluntary  Service  the  scheme  operates  very  economically. 
During  the  year  the  gross  cost  to  the  Health  Committee  was  £2,631 
against  which  £1,438  was  recovered  from  patients. 


SECT I OH  III 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  added  to  the  duties  already 
discharged  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts; 
the  operation,  outside  Mental  Hospitals,  of  the  Lunacy  Acts  and  the 
Mental  Treatment  Act. 

Local  Authority  responsibilities  under  the  Lunacy  Acts  had 
hitherto  been  in  the  main  discharged  by  the  Relieving  Officers  of 
tho  old  Public  Assistance  Committees,  and  it  was  natural  that 
staff  required,  for  the  Mental  Health  Services  should  include  these 
experienced  Relieving  Officers. 


The  Local  Authority *s  one  Mental  Deficiency  Officer  was  joined 
by  one  former  Relieving  Officer  operating  as  a  Duly  i\uthorised 
Officer  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  seconded  for  part  of  his  time 
to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  clerical  duties  at  their 
Shrub  Hill  infirmary.  This  arrangement  has  secured,  the  24  hour 
day  service  that  the  needs  of  the  Lunacy  Act  and  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  demand. 


1.  Administration. 

The  constitution  of  the  Mental  Health  Services  Sub-C ommittee 
has  been  detailed  elsewhere.  The  Chairman  of  tho  former 
Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee  had  been  a  co-opted  member  and  when 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  came  into  operation  he  withdrew 
as  Chairman  in  favour  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Fortunately  Mr.  Walter  Jones  has  remained,  as  a  co-opted  member 
and  is  still  able  to  give  the  Mental  Health  Services  Sub-Committee 
the  benefit  of  his  long  experience  in  Mental  Health  matters  dating 
from  his  membership  of  the  old  Board  of  Guardians.  From  1930 
to  1948  ho  was  my  Cha  irman  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee, 
and  I  often  profited  by  his  sound  judgment  and  good  advice. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  assisted. by  two  Duly 
Authorised,  officers  who  assist  In  ascertainment,  draw:  up  and  present 

I  petitions,  carry  out  supervision  care  and  after  care  and  assist 
patients  to  obtain  employment. 

J  It  has  been  said  that  the  care  and  after  care  of  the  mental, 

patient  should  not  be  discharged  by  the  same  officer-  who  arranges 
the  removal  of  the  patient  to  Mental  Hospital.  With  this  contention 
I  do  not  agree.  In  our  experience  it'~has  been  quite 
exceptional  for  the  patient,  originally  dealt  with  by  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officer,  to  be  prejudiced  against  the  same  officer 
discharging  the  responsibilities  of  after  care.  Add  it ionally  it 
gives  an  added  interest  for  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  to  see  the 
case  through  from  start  to  finish. 

• 

The  Local  Health  Authority  so  far  employs  no  Psychiatric 
Social  Worker.  The  former  Occupation  Centre  being  closed  down 
for  lack  of  suitable  clientele  no  Occupation  Centre  Supervisor 
is  now  employed. 

Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital 
I  Management  Committee  is  good:  the  services  of  the  Regional 

E 
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Mental  Health  Service  (con*d) 

Hospital  Boards -•'Chi  Id  Psychiatrist  are  available  to  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  Local  Education  Authority  and  with  them  the 
services  of  his  Psychiatric  Social  Worker.  The  Child  Psychiatrist 
operates  from  the  Local  Education  Authorityis  School  Clinic. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have  both  attended  short  training 
courses  in  their  duties,  and  will  continue  to  attend  refresher 
courses  as  opportunity  affords  and  circumstances  permit. 

Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  Community. 

(a)  All  mental  defectives  under  guardianship,  on  licence  from 
Institutions,  under  statutory  or  voluntary  supervision,  receive 
regular  quarterly  or  less  frequent  visits  according  to  need. 

Mental  Treatment  Act  and  Lunacy  Act  patients  are  followed  up  on 
discharge  and  visited,  unless  visits  are  unwelcome  or  contraindicated 
Additionally  patients  and  their  relatives  consult  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  at  their  offices. 

( b )  Lunacy  Acts  . 

Pa t ients  certified  and  admitted  to  Hospital . 

1.  Under  Section  16;  20  (Males  10,  Females  10) 

2.  Under  Section  20;  11  (Males  7,  Females  4  ) 

of  these  11  patients;  5  were  later  certified  under  Section  16, 

4  wore  transferred  to  the  Voluntary  Block,  1  died  and  1  was  discharge* 
within  72  hours. 


Patients  discharged  or  died  during  the  year 


D is  charged 


Males  7,  Females  3. 
Ma  le s  5 ,  Fcma  le s  3 . 


Died ; 

Mental  Treatment  Act  1950 . 

1.  Admitted  as  Voluntary  Patients. 

) 


Males  13 
Females  27  ) 


Total  40 


2.  Loft  Hospital. 


Males  9.. 
Females  19  ) 


) 


Total  28 


3.  Died. 


Malos  0 
Females  2  ) 


) 


Total  2 


( c ) Work  undertaken  under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1915-28. 

1.  A scorta inmont .  -  including  number  of  defectives  awaiting 
vacancies  in  Institutions  at  end  of  tho  year.  M  p 


In  institutions -  38  36  74 

Under  Guardianship - : -  6  5  11 

Under  Statutory  Supervision - 21  19  40 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision -  54  51  105 


119 

Of  which  1  is  awaiting  admission  to  an  Institution. 


Ill  230 


I 

J 

I 
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( c )  Work  undertaken  under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1915-28. 

1.  Ascertainment  (cont*d). 


M.  F.  T. 


No.  in  training -  112 

No.  ascertained  during  1949 -  3  2  5 

Do.  not  subject  to  be  dealt  with -  112 

No.  admitted  to  Institutions -  2  2  4 

Cases  ceased  to  be  under  care -  -  2  2 

Died,  removed,  lost  sight  of -  12  3 

Given  birth  to  child  while  unmarried -  1  1 


App;  number  of  visits  paid  to  Mental  Defectives  -  364. 

2 •  Guard ianship  and  Supervision. 

Details  are  given  in  1. 


3.  Tra ining . 

Training  arranged  for  1  patient  under  Ministry  of  Pensions 
Scheme . 


The  Occupation  Centro  which  formerly  provided  for  a  small  number 
of  defectives  was  closed  in  1947  for  a  variety  of  reasons  including 
staffing  difficulties,  lack  of  support  by  the  parents  of  defectives 
and  the  preference  of  parents  to  avail  themselves  of  institutional 
or  colony  vacancies. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47. 

'• 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948  as  no  cases  occurred  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  felt  ho  could  properly  certify  under  this 
Section. 

SECTION  IV. 

C OMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  are 
table. 


shown  in  the  following 
No.  of  Notifications 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fcvor - 

Diphtheria - 4 

Scarlet  Fever - 124 

Measles -  507 

Whooping  Cough -  215 

Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia -  34 

Corobro  Spinal  Meningitis - 

Erysipolas -  8 

Dysentery - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioonccphalomyolitis  1 

Food  Poisoning -  5 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary- -  53 

Non  Pulmonary -  15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum - 39 

Puerperal  Pyrexia -  2 


Diphthoria . 
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During  1949  only  3  City  casos  woro  notified  to  tho  Ministry  of 
Health  as  confirmed  casos  of  Diphthoria,  and  those  woro  clinically 
mild  cases;  one  case  hod  previously  been  immunised. 

By  contrast  in  1935  we  had  272  casos  notified  with  17  doaths. 

Viowed  from  the  material  aspoct  of  economics  I  ha  vo  found  it 
interesting  to  evaluate  this  saving  of  17  lives  in  this  singlo’ year 
of  1949,  Assuming  the  present  expectation  of  life  of  60  years; 
a  working  life  of  40  years  -  i.e»  from  20  to  60,  and  the  rolativoly 
low  average  wage  over  that  period  of  £6  a  week,  the  saving  of  these 
17  lives  in  one  year  only  amounts,  in  productive  wage  value,  to 
no  less  that  £204,000. 

As  a  businoss  proposition  it  can  be  stated  that  this  preventive 
public  health  service  -  for  which  the  health  department  is  mainly, 
and  prior  to  July  1948  was  wholly,  re spons iblo  -  is  paying  handsome 
dividends . 

The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  Diphtheria 
in  England  and  Wales  is  well  illustrated  by  tho  following  tablo 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Totals  of  Doaths  and  Original  Notifications  in  England  and  Wales 

during  tho  pa st  ten  years , 


DIPHTHERIA . 

’  Yoar 

Doaths 

Casos 
(  original) 

Casos 

(C  orroctod) . 

1940 

2,480 

46,281 

- 

1941 

2,641 

50,797 

- 

1942 

1,827 

41,404 

- 

1943 

1,371 

34,662 

- 

1944 

934 

29,949 

23,152 

1945 

722 

25,246 

18,571 

1946 

472 

18,283 

11,967 

1947 

244 

10,465 

5,592 

1948 

156 

8,035 

3,560 

1949 

85x 

4 , 971x 

l,897x 

x  Provisional. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
Admin  is  tra  t  ion. 


Notifications  roach  the  Modical  Off icor  of  Health’  who  is  also 
conccrnod  with  Prevention  Care  and  After  Care. 

Two  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Sossions  arc  held  weekly  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  -  now  an  officer  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board;,  at  the  former  City  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Bank  Street 
Worces  ter . 

The  Local  Authority’s  Tuberculosis  Nurse  continues  to  attend  the 
Dispensary  sessions  as  before  the  Act,  -  an  arrangement  which,  I 
feel,  better  serves  the  interest  of  the  pat  lent  &  than  would  the 
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Tuberculosis  (cont*d). 

performance  of  Clinic  and  After  Care  duties  by  separate  nursing 
staff.  The  majority  of  patients  requiring  Sanatorium  treatment 
are  admitted  to  the  Newtown  Sanatorium  where  they  continue  under 
the  care  of  the  Chest  Physician  who  has  att  ended  them  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  in  their  own  homes. 

These  arrangements  have  prevented  that  rigid  separation  of 
prevention  and  after  care  from  treatment  that  the  operation  of  the 
Act  might  otherwise  have  produced. 

Not  if icat ions . 

Of  the  53  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified,  32  were 
among  males  and  21  among  females;  and  of  the  15  cases  of  non- 
respiratory  disease  8  were  males  and  7  females. 

Not  if icat ions  in  recent  years  are  compared  in  the  following 


table?- 

• 

Respiratory 

N  on-Re  s  p  lr  a  t  ory . 

1940 

50 

16 

1941 

67 

19 

1942 

74 

6 

1943 

67 

19 

1944 

53 

14 

1945 

52 

15 

'  1946 

49 

11 

1947 

42 

14 

1948 

47 

14 

1949 

53 

15 

Deaths . 

During  the  year 

there  were  32.  deaths 

from  respiratory 

tuberculosis  giving  a  death-rate  of  0.516. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  year  in 
the  City.  While  extravagant  expectations  regarding  the 
newer  forms  of  treatment  of  tuberculosis  have  not  been  fulfilled 
the  use  of . s treptomyc in  and  '  of  P.A.S.  (para-amino  salicylic  acid) 
singly  or  in  combination,  is  bringing  new  hope  to  the 
consumptive 'and  much  satisfaction  to  those  persons  engaged  in  his 
treatment. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

From: July  5th,  1948  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  special  clinic  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Rogiona.l  Hospital  Board.  The  Local  Authority*  s  Senior 
Health  Visitor  continues  to  act  as  almoner  for  female  V.D, 
patients.  Liaison  between  the  Hospital  and  the  Local  Authority Ts 
M  &  C.W.  Clinics  is  good-. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  in 
charge  of  the  Clinic  is  given  below; - 


.1,  Number  of  patients  on  1st  January  under  treatment  or 

observation - ■ -  181 

2.  Number  of  patients  removed  from  the  register  during  any 
previous  year  which  returned  during  the  year  under  report 
for  treatment  or  observation  of  the  same  infection -  ~  2~ 
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Venereal  D isease  Statistical  Report  (contrd). 


3. 


Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  under  report  suffering  from:- 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 
(3) 
(k) 
(i) 

(m) 

(n) 

(o) 


Syphilis,  primary - 

"  .secondary - 

"  latent  in  1st  year  of  infection - 

n  card io- vascular - 

"  of  the  nervous  system - 

"  all  other  late  or  latent  stages 

"  congenital  (under  1  year) - 

"  "  (over  1  year) - 

Gonorrhoea - - 

Chancr  o  id - 

Lymphogranuloma  inguinale - 

Granuloma  venereum - 

Any  other  conditions  requiring  treatment - 

Conditions  not  requiring  treatment - 

Conditions  remaining  undiagnosed  at  31,12*49 


6 

6 

5 

2 

5 

12 

1 


62 


82 

106 


287 


4.  Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  who  have 
been  transferred  from  other  Centres  (civil  or  Service)  or 
from  practitioners  approved  under  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  2226 - -  5 

5*  Number  of  patients  suffering  from  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea 
discharged  after  completion  of  treatment  and  final  tests  of 


cure,  or  who  were  diagnosed  as  '’other  conditions"-- -  256 

6,  Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  or 

observation  on  31st  December,  1949 -  156 

7.  Number  of  a ttendances • - 

(a)  for  individual  attention  by  the  Medical  Officer--  3193 

(b)  for  intermediate  treatment,  e.g,  dressings  etc.,-  393 

Total  attendances-----  3586 


8 ,  Pathological  Work. 


Microscopical 

Cult- 

Serum 

- - 

Cerobrc 

Others 
Tr  icho! 
monas 
Vagina 
lis. 

for 

Syphil¬ 

is 

for 

Gono- 

rrho 
ea . 

ural. 

for 

Syphil¬ 

is 

for 

Gonorr 
hoea . 

spinal 

fluid 

(a)  No,  of  specimens 
examined  at,  and  by 
the  medical  officer 
of,  the  Treatment 
Centre . 

(b)  No.  of  specimens 
from  patients  at  the 
Treatment  Centro 
sent  to  a  pathologic 
al  laboratory. 

13 

387 

355 

572 

194 

92 

!  : 

77 

1 

t 
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Statement  showing:  the  serv ices  rendered  at  the  Treatment 

Centre  during"  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which 

t he  pa  t  ien  t  s  res  id ed . 


Name  of  C  ounty  or 
County  Borough  to 
be  inserted  In 
these  headings. 

Worces  ter- 
>  C  ity-.  4  • 

.  *  #  >  *  *  .  »  X 

V  *  V  '*  ■*  11  *  4  * 

Worcester 
•  C  ounty . 

-  '  '  ' 

_  *  t  .  >  ■:  _ _ m.— 

Other 

<  • 

Areas 

♦ 

T  o  ta  1 . 

No.  of  cases  from 

.a  5  *  ~  r 

*  -  •  M' 

F 

‘M 

F 

M 

F 

each  area  included 

0  ,  r  *  » 

*  *  *.  *  * 

,  t  K  t 

under  the  follow- 

■3  "  V  < 

T  1 

ing  headings  in 

* 

. 

Item  3;- 

Syphilis - - 

'13 

•S» 

.  11 

’  7 

6 

37 

Gonorrhoea - 

20 

12 

17 

4 

9 

62 

Other  conditions-- 

43 

42 

81 

18 

3 

1 

188 

Total - 

*  76' 

'  65 

105 

28 

12 

1 

287 

- - — r— 

L  ’  - 

L-l  - - 

— - - 

— — - — 

SECTION  V. 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT , 


During  the  year  1949  45  candidates  wore  examined  by  members  of  the 

Public  Health  Medical  Staff  for  Superannuation  Act  purposes. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS. 

All  plans  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  pass,  in  due  course, 
through  the  Health  Department,  and  during  the  year  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  examined  and 
commented  upon  453  plans. 

SECTION  VI 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  Cityts  Water  Supply  is  drawn  from  the  River  Severn  on  the 
North  side  of  the  town.  .  It  is  treated  by  grovitysand  filtration 
followed  by  chlorination. 

In  addition  to  the  very  frequent  samples  of  the  treated  water 
submitted  for  analysis  by  the  City  Engineer Ts  staff,  samples  are 
also  taken  from  dwelling  houses  by  the  Health  Department  staff. 

The  following  are  sample  reports  of  waters  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis. 

Cert  if  ica  te  of  Analysis. 


Tap  Water . 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  above  sample 
chemically  and  bacter iologically  with. the  following  results. 


Chemical  examine t ion . 

Phy s  ica  1  chara  c-ters  . . . 

Od  our  . . . 

Depos  it.............. . . .  o .....  . 

Solids  in  suspension,  dried  at  100°  C 
Solids  In  solution,  dried;  at  100°  C.. 


Parts  per 
100,000 

C  loar 
None 
None 
None 
42 
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Certif  icate  of  Analysis  . 
Chemica  1  examina  t  ion  (  c  ont  * d  ) , . 


Solids  in 
Chlor  ides 
Hardness , 


solution,  after  ignition, 
calculated  as  common  salt 

Permanent . . 

Temporary . . . .  • . 

Total..... . . 

Free  and  saline  ammonia.. . . 

Albuminoid  ammonia. . * . 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates) . . 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrites).. . . 

Oxygen  absorbed  lb  4  hours  at  27  0  C 

Toxic  metals . . . . 

Free  chlorine  on  receipt 


Parts  per 
100,000 

.  .  .  .  35 

.  .  .  .  14 

.  .  .  .  5 

_  12 

_  17 

. ...  0.0008 

. ...  0.006 

. . . .  Trace 
. . . .  None 
. ...  0.09 

. ...  None  detected. 
. ...  0.002 


B a c ter iologic a  I  examination . 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  agar 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37°  G . .  2'  per  one  ml. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22°  C . . . .  ..  6  per  one  ml. 

0 oli-aer ogenes  (Presumptive  co'li)  count...........  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Opinion  --  The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

(signed)  M.M,  LOVE, 

C  ity  Analyst . 

•*  *  •  ;  •  i  i 

(a)  During  the  year  the  water  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity  (45.36  gallons  per  head  of  population). 


(b)  52  analyses  were  made  of  raw  water  before  treatment,  and  63  of 
the  purified  water  going  into  supply. 

(c)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-s olvent  action. 

(d)  No  contamination  of  the  water  supplied  occurred. 


(e)  16,848  dwelling  houses  accommodating  the  population  of  62,020 

are  supplied  direct?  368  houses  with  a  population  of  approximately 
1,300  are  served  by  stand-pipes. 


SEWERAGE . 


, 

Disposal  of  sewage  is  by  the  activated  sludge  process  and  no 
plant  extensions  occurred  during  the  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION, 

Sewerage  conveyance  is  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage 
system,  but.  on  account  of  low  levels  certain  houses  cannot  be 
conveniently  sewered.  These  are  served  by  NIL  privies,  38  pail 
closets  and  61  septic  tanks.  The  use  of  one  septic  tank  was  discontin 
ued  during  the  year  when  the  house  was  connected  to  the  sewer. 

CAMPING  SITES  . 

One  recognised  camping  site  was  in  use  in  the  City,  this  was 
licensed  for  6  caravans  and  1  tent. 

Licences  affecting  three  individual  caravans  were  issued  during 

the  year  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  .1936. 

.  '  *  *  ,  •  • 

-  ‘  '  ....  .  ...  *  •  * . 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT .  ,  .  , . . *  ' -  '  * 

*  <  *  v  *  * 

*  %  *  «  v  * 

It  was  not  necessary^  to  ta ke"  any  Court  proceedings  in  connection 


5 

I 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT  (cont gd)  , 


WITH  Smoke  Abatement.  Gas  and.  Electricity  rapidly  continue  to  oust 
the  now  indif-ferent  solid  fuels,  but  in  homes  and  offices  electricity 
cuts"’  have  reydved-  interest  in  paraffin  heating  and  lighting. 

"  City  industries  now  daily  take  electrical  energy  representing 
24 j 5 08  horse  power. 

■  ;  ‘j  ■ 

i  '  ' 

SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHS . ■ 

The  Councils  Riverside  Swimming  Baths  have  been  closed  down 
since  1945,  following  the  Education  Committee’s  wise  decision  not  to 
have  school  children  taught  to  swim  In  polluted  river  water,, 


The  Corporation  how  own  the  open-air  swimming  baths  at  Sansome 
Walk,  where  a  number  of  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 

Here  a  Paterson  Water  purifying  plant  is  in  use  and  the  water  is 
also,  hea  ted  c  nd  chi  or  ina  t  ed 

The  Council  operates,  «bhe  ’Turkish  Baths  in  the  same  premises. 

Unf  or  tuna  to  by  'the"  Public  fails  to  appreciate  sufficiently  the  value 
of  hydrotherapy  and  thp  knowledgeable  few  enjoy  their  bath  in 
greater  comfort. 

SANITARY  ••  INSPECTION  ,0F  THE  AREA  . 

S  ■*  * 

The  Chief'  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows;- 

-  *  ,  ,  •  ••  '  f. 

„  «  e  *  4 

Abatement,  of -  Fu isahc.es  »  . 

307  nuisances  'were  reported.  Their  abatement  called,  for  216 
Request  Notices.  '  yri  118  cases  the  Health  Committee  ordered  the 
service  of  Statutory  Notices.  No  legal  proceedings  were  Instituted. 

Sanitary  operations  are  summarised  below; 


INSPECTIONS  -  THE  Following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of 

inspections  carried  out  during  1949. 


oispect  i 


00000040 

ns .  o 


•  o  o  u  9  0  o 


®©or©eot>  v9«J0099e 


Housing  Inspections., 

Public  Health 
Re- inspect  ions . 

Infectious  Disease,  Visits  to  houses 
Common  Lodging  houses,  visits. 

Houses  let  In  Lodgings,  visits 

Da ir i e  s  .  C  ows hod  s  a  nd  M I Iks  hop  s 

✓ 

Offensive^  Trades. 


o  «*  •  «# 

•  09  9  0  0  0 

workshops.  .  t  a  .  o  .  ...  ooasrpsb.o.opet.ti. 

j _ )  a  1 o  h  ous  e 

Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  r. . „  * . 
C  a  na  1  B  oa  ts««->*o»..».oot, » 

Dustbins  Inspect  ions  „ .  . e 
Food  Shops  and  Markets. .. 

Pla  ces  where  animals  kept .......  e  . 

Samples  of  Water  taken. 

Drains  smoke-tested 
Smoke  observe  t  ions  . .  „  c 
Ice  Cream  Shops 
Overcrowd ing  inves t iga  t ion 
Schools . , 


a  or. 


OO*90Q0»90O«P0 

oocoacoo 

0 

or9oo9&o0  9r9 

3Q**«0*o 


9  0  0 


f>  * 


CrO9t90»90e 

or.  o 

*0  w  .  .v  *1j  .  ,  •  ,  *-  «*  o 

0Q9O0OO990  30Q9>9(»99*>**9 


9  0  0 


0  9  0 

OOf 


•  • 

•  0 


•  9 

c  ♦ 


0  0  9 

0  &  9 

9  0  0 


•  900 


•  9 

©  o 


•  • 
9  9 


90900909 


ocjooooo 


•  RJOOOCO 

99002999 

o«9999°9 


9  c  j  o  «r 
0  0  0  9  0  9 


9  6  0  0  9  0  9 

o  n  •  z  c  r  f% 

0  0  9  0  0  0  9 

9  9  •  9  O  9  9 


9  0  9  0  9  9 

9  O  9  •  2  • 


9  9  ■>  O  9 


141 

1718 

1077 

151 

7 

5 
99 
15 
56 
25 
58 
12 
78 

489 

99 

14 

52 

6 

216 

512 
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Number  of  Notices  served  and  Summary  of 


work  carried  out  during  1949 


o  c,  C 


o  •  •  a 


*  #  o  •  •  »  o  t  <, 


Nuisances  reported....* . 

No.  of  Notices  (Prelim.)  served . . . 

No.  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served... . . . . . . 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  in  connection  with  Housing... 

No.  of  letters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices  etc . . 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  investigated......... . . 

No.  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases........ 

Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed . . . . . 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors ,  windows,  etc.,  repaired.... 

Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired.. . . 

Damp  wa 11s  cured . . . . 

'"/ash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed......... 

Wa sh-house  floors  and  yards  re-pavcd  or  repaired...... 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fitted...... . . 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from 
dr a  ins. ..o  . .  ^  . .  .  . 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed. . . . . 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed . . . 

Glazed  stoneware  gully  traps  fixed... . . 

Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed . . 

Water  closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired,.... . 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins  and  traps...... 

Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps  and  flush  pipes  repaired.... 

Houses  provided  with  sufficient  water  supply . . 

Nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  animals . . . 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed.  . . . . . 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided . .  . , . .  . . . 

Miscellane ous . . . ...  o ....... . . ........  ..... . 

Houses,  w,crs  etc.,  cleansed  by  occupier . . 

Wastes  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector . . 

No.  of  references  to  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  with 
regard  to  dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts,  and  foul 
s  t  r  e  e  t  g  u.  llies. ......o........ ....... .o....... 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease . . 

Verminous  houses  fumigated . * . . . 

Samples  of  Pood  and  Drugs  collected  for  City  Analyst . . 

Samples  of  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  for  City  Analyst... 

Samples  of  milk  for  bacteria  count. . . . . . . 

Samples  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli . .  ............  0 

Samples  of  Tap  and  well  water... 

Samples  of  ice  or cam 


f>  J  0  «  O  0  0 


Cv»2«ec‘»»»o«*i.>  *  •co** 


900?««00 


307 

216 

118 

116 

233 

363 

99 

27 

222 

174 

14 

25 

K 

u 


20 

59 

58 

5 

33 

18 

26 

1 

rr 

O 

4 

20 

3 

83 

1 

15 


4 

235 

10 

190 

8 

275 

33 

14 

147 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  .  .  ..  - 

w  ~  .  c  •  * 

Offensive  trades .  opera  ted-  in* the ■ C ity  are  listed  below; - 

•  •  "  "  ‘  '  '  Old  '  '  Annual  Total . 

Tr  ipe  Boilers  ^  .  1  *  •  ••  1 

Fellmonger s . ......  t •  ,2  -  .  1  ■  3 

Rag  and  Bone  .  .  .......  . . .  ,  *  -  3  *  *  *  3 

Hide  and  Skin,...'...  1  .  -  1 

Gut  Scraper . .  ], .  «  -  •  »  1 

Fat  Melter .................. .  .1  .  1 

Blood  Boiler . .  .....  ~ .  -  ■■  1  •  ■  •  1 

^  *  *  ** 

No  legal  proceed ings,  Ja^d,  to.  be  takon  during  the  year  for 
nuisance  caused  by  the  operation  of  offensive  trades. 

CCFMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3  houses  on  the  Register,  3 
houses  having  been  discontinued.  The  customary  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Of  the  17  houses  let  in  lodgings  which  wore  registered  in  1938 
only  5  now  stand  and  are  in  use.  The  post  war  housing  shortage  has 
created  a  new  problem,  inas  much  as  many  hundreds  of  houses  are 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS  (cont»d). 

occupied  by  more  than  one  family  and  are  technically  houses  let 
in  lodgings. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

T  '  J  4  >.  A 

The  following  details  are  submitted; 


Power  factories 

273 

Non-power  factories 

101 

Other  premises. 

11 

Defects  found  and  remedied; 

t  ) 

Factories  cleansed  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  2 
Defective  sanitary  conveniences  9 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops . 


o 

g 

1 

1 

i 

n 

Inspections 

Written  notices 

Pr executions  j 

I  n  ^  T  ' 

Factories  (with  power) 

134 

3 

NIL  { 

\ 

-  -  .  -  - .  -  .  i 

Factories  (without  power) 

70 

- 

k 

l 

Other  premises 
(excluding  outworkers) 

13 

—  ! 

_ i 

outworkers; 

Humber  of  outworkers  on  August  list  was  507.  Occasional  visits 
are  made  to  outworkers  premises  and  where  a  case  of  Infectious  Disease 
occurs  the  articles  are  disinfected  and  the  parent  firm  notified* 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  27  bakehouses  in  the  City  at  the  end  of  1949.  Of 
these  16  were  classified  as  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  11 
without  power.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses.  There  is  a 
tendency  for  the  small  bread  baker  to  be  absorbed  by  the  larger  firms. 

HOUSING. 

Slum  clearance  and  abatement  of  overcrowding  are  virtually  at  a 
standstill.  These  most  important  functions  'of  a  health  authority  have 
been  subordinated  to  the  demands  for  houses  to  meet  other  needs. 

Slums  condemned  before  the  war  still  stand  and  their  occupants  still 
await  rehousing.  Condemned  houses  are  only  demolished  when  they  have 
become  completely  untenantable,  and  some  800  unfit  houses  cannot  be 
represented  under  the  Housing  Acts  as  there  is  little  prospect  of  their 
replacement  in  the  event  of  condemnation. 

The  shortage  of " homes  is  the  root  cause  of  so  much  ill-health, 
social  misery,  family  disharmony,  marital  unhappiness  and  juvenile 
delinquency,  that  its  solution  should  have  priority  over  all  other 
Public  Health  matters. 

During  the  year  4  houses  in  the  last  stages  of  senile  decay 
were  condemned  to  die  because  they  were  considered  too  structurally 
dangerous  to  remain  erect,  8  unsafe  houses  were  demolished. 


Relevant  Housing  Statistics  are  tabulated  as  follows;- 

A 


H  ous  ins  Act 


1956 . 

lutn  Clea ra nee  Action  with  details  of  representations, 
position  as  at  31. 12 #49. 


_ r.t  .a 

S  umma  ry 


of 


Dwelling 
Houses . 

C  ommon 
Lodging 
Houses . 

Houses  let 
in  Lodgings 

Buildings 

No.  of 
pers  ons 
d  isplaced 

From  1930-1938 

1,430 

4 

12 

17 

4,660 

Clearance  Area 
1939-1948. 

11 

- 

1 

15 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 


The -pre-war  progress  in  production  and:  retailing  of  milk  in 
the  City  was  .maintained  during  the  war  and  :early  post  war  years. 

The  two  large  pasteurising  plants  were  converted  from  the  holder 
process  to  the  H.T.S.T.  me 't hod  with  consequent  increased  daily 
through-put  capacity. 

For  various  reasons  sfcanylof  the  small  retail  dealers  sold  their 
businesses,  and  many  of  the  producer-retailers  whose  premises  are 
situated  in  neighbouring  areas  ceased  to  retail  milk  within  the  City 
and  now  send  their  milk  to  the  larger  dairies. 

1938  1949 

Cowkeepers,  6  4 


Da  irymen 

and  retail 

purveyors,.,. 

41 

12 

Retail  pi 

irveyors 

in 

the  City  from 

premises 

outs ide 

the 

C  ity . 

29 

13 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  orders . 

Tuberculin  tested  milk 

Producer’s  and  Bottler’s  licence 
Dealer  and  Bottler’s  licence 
Supplementary  Dealer ’ s . licences 
Accredited  Milk 

Supplementary  Dealer’s  licences 

Pa steur ised  Milk 

Producers  and  Bottler’s  licences 
Supplementary  Dealer’s  licences 

i  i 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS . 


Tuberculin  tested 
Pasteur ised 
Hoa  t  .trea  ted 
Undesignatod  milk 


Licences  issued. 


1 

1 

6 


2 


2 

7 


Sat  isfa  ct  ory  Unsa  t  isfactory  Total . 


104 

1 

105 

122 

mm 

122 

44 

- 

44 

3 

rr 

U 

273 

1 

274 

During  the  year  there  were  no  prosocutions  for  adulteration  of 
mm  Ik  or  for  failure  to  reach  the  standard  composition  as  laid  down  by 
Regulations.  8  ’’'appeal  to  cow”  samples  failed  to  comply  with 
the  Re pula t ions . 
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ICE  CREAM. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  12  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  107  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

One  firm  was  prosecuted  for  selling  ico  cream  from  unregistered 
premises?  the  firm  was  fined  10/-. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  in  addition  to  the  Public 
Slaughterhouse  20  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  city.  During  the 
period  to  the  end  of  1949  2  of  these  private  slaughterhouses  were 
demolished  so  that  there  aro  still  18  private  slaughterhouses  standing 
idle.  Of  these ,  2  have  been  put  to  uso  as  emergency  slaughterhouses 
when  the  flooding  of  the  River  Severn  has  caused  the  Public 
Slaughterhouses  to  be  untenable. 


Number  of  Animal  slaughtered  during 

1949  at  the 

Public  Slaughtcrhous 

Bea  s  t  s  ,  p igs . 

Calves . 

Sheep . 

4,522  549 

1,741 

15,468 

Moat  condemned  during  1949. 

T.B. 

Other  diseases . 

Beasts,  Whole  carcasses 

94 

107 

Offals 

30 

Heads 

212 

16 

Lungs 

380 

68 

Livers 

116 

978 

pigs.  Whole  carcasses 

7 

27 

Offals 

11 

WM 

Heads 

14 

- 

Calves,  Whole  carcasses 

2 

32 

Sheep,  Whole  carcasses 

64 

Livers 

- 

980 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned 

69  tons  3 

c wt •  57  lbs. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Eggs,  number 

16,029 

F  ish 

410 

stone 

Tinned  goods 

7,452 

lbs 

Other  goods 

12,282 

lbs  . 

MEAT A  HD  FOOD  SHOPS  . 


Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  all  Butcher  t's  shops  and 
stalls,  also  to  food  and  provision  shops,  and  generally  these 
premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  Ono  butcher 
was  prosecuted  for  exhibiting  meat  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it 
liable  to  contaminations  the  Magistrate’s  Court  dismissed  the  case. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING. 

Informal  samples  numbered  337;  formal  samples  43. 

One  sample  of  beef  sausages  found  to  be  dificient  in  meat 
content  resulted  in  a  court  actions  the  2  partners  in  the  firm 
were  each  fined  £l0.0.0d  and  £3,3. Od  costs. 

PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD. 


Six  samples  of  sausages  were  submitted  for  analysis  for 
detection  of  preserva t ives s  all  the  samples  proved  genuine. 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

During  the  year  1949,  8  informal  samples  were  taken 
from  various  premises  in  the  City. 

These  were  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  which  did 
not  include  a  Statutory  statement.  A  warning  letter  was  sent 
in  this  case  by  the  Council. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  policy  of  paying  a  premium  of  4d  for  each  rat  brought  to 
the  Depot  was  discontinued  during  1946  and  a  full  time  rodent 
control  staff  engaged.  This  staff  consists  of  1  Rodent  Officer, 

2  full-time  and  one  part-time  Rodent  Operators. 

During  the  year  the  staff  were  engaged  on  528  infestations 
of  property  and  estimate  that  4,000  rats  were  destroyed.  All 
refuse  dumps,  tips  etc.,  arc  inspected  every  three  months,  and  all 
sewers  are  treated  with  poisoned  bait  every  six  months. 
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